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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make respective data 
bases freely retrievable in the expression forms of 
respective users themselves, by translating an inquiry 
sentence to the inquiry sentence suitable for each data 
base using a translation function. 

SOLUTION: In the environment where plural data bases 9 
exist data items having the same meaning but making the 
expressions respectively different for the data bases 
are retrieved while canceling the difference in their 
expressions. The expression form (domain) of value for 
the data item in the data base is managed, the domains 
having the same meaning are defined as a domain group, 
and a global domain to be used as a standard 
representative in this domain group is selected. At the 
time of retrieval, when the local domain of data base 9 
is different from the global domain, the function of 
translation between domains is called from a translation 
function library 4 t the inquiry sentence of user is 
translated to the inquiry sentence suitable for each 
data base by using this function, and the data base 9 is 
constructed. 
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